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tions for its administration. The anti-tetanic serum is prepared in a dry 
state and in an absolutely aseptic mode, and it will keep a long time without 
change if preserved from damp. It is to be opened only at the moment of 
preparing the injection. As a solvent, distilled water is to be used, boiled 
for several minutes and then cooled, in the proportion of one part by weight 
of desiccated serum to ten parts of water. A hypodermatic syringe of from 
one to two drachms capacity is employed. The instruments must be sterilized 
by heat, but not by chemicals, and allowed to cool before using. The quan¬ 
tity to be used varies according to the gravity of the case and the time at 
which the treatment is commenced. If the case is not of exceptional gravity, 
for the first injection, one-half of the contents of the glass tube [capacity 
not stated] is necessary for the first injection. The remainder is divided into 
four doses, to be used during the following four days, the proper interval to 
be determined according to the effect produced upon the course of the tetanic 
phenomena. If the case is one of great gravity it may be necessary to use 
the entire contents of the tube for the first injection.— Medical Press and Cir¬ 
cular , 1894, No. 2884, p. 155. 

Dr. W. Hubener, from laboratory experiments, concludes that the serum 
of Tizzoni is not ten times stronger, but more likely three or four times 
weaker, than that of Behring. The tetanus antitoxin as furnished by Merck 
does not meet, upon animals the subject of experiment, the expected effi¬ 
ciency. It is not likely to cure severe cases of tetanus in man or those that 
come late under treatment.— Deutsche medicinische Wochenschrift, 1894, No. 
33, S. 656. 

The Treatment op Diphtheritic Angina by Subbimate. 

Dr. Moizard recommends the use of sublimate in glycerin in the propor¬ 
tion of one to twenty or to thirty, which forms a syrupy, transparent liquid, 
which is not caustic. The affected parts are cleansed, the solution applied 
on cotton from which the excess of liquid has been removed, and the sur¬ 
rounding tissue being protected from the action of the solution by absorbent 
cotton held in forceps; this also prevents the swallowing of the solution. Of 
261 cases treated, the proportion of cases cured varied from 95 to 81 per cent. 
—Journal de M'edecine et de Chirurgie Pratiques, 1894, 14e cahier, p. 561. 

The Influence of Atropine upon the Respiration. 

Dr. Alfred Levison, after a careful experimental study, concludes that 
atropine in large doses is of value in cases of morphine poisoning, in that it 
stimulates the respiration. This stimulation appears to be through the 
central organ in the brain. The stimulation of the heart is also of thera¬ 
peutic value. The stimulating action of large doses of atropine can easily 
go on to a paralyzing effect, especially if they are carried directly into the 
blood current.— Berliner klinische Wochenschrift, 1894, No. 39, S. 891. 


The Treatment of Croupous Pneumonia. 

Dr. Percy Kidd refers to two remedies only. Opium is contraindicated 
when symptoms arise which indicate impending exhaustion of the respiratory 
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centre, shallow, labored respiration, drowsiness, and a tendency to cyanosis. 
The indications are severe pain which cannot be controlled by other measures, 
insomnia, restlessness, and delirium. It is administered in one considerable 
dose at bedtime, either as ten grains of Dover’s powder or one-sixth to one- 
quarter of a grain of morphine hypodermatically. Strychnine is administered 
hypodermatically, one-sixteenth of a grain being dissolved in four or five 
minims of water, and injected subcutaneously, or preferably into the gluteal 
muscles. If the tension of the pulse begins to sink, or if the frequency of the 
beats be much increased, and especially if the frequency of the respiratory 
movements also become much increased, this remedy should be used. This 
dose may be repeated every two hours until three or four doses have been 
given, then once or twice in the twenty-four hours. These injections have, 
in some cases, been more satisfactory for the relief of delirium than alcoholic 
stimulation .—The Practitioner , 1894, No. 315, p. 183. 

Chloral for Haemoptysis. 

Dr. J. Pal believes that chloral possesses the advantages, over ligation of 
the limbs, of diminishing blood pressure for a longer period, and the return¬ 
ing increase of blood pressure is not so rapid as after loosening the bands. 
He has treated fifteen severe cases, all young individuals with sound hearts. 
The drug was administered by the rectum in from fifteen to forty grain doses 
The hemorrhage ceased in the majority of cases in from one-half to three- 
quarters of an hour; in others it persisted for eight to twelve hours. In 
several instances the remedy seemed to be prophylactic .—Centralblatt fur die 
gesammte Therapie, 1894, Heft, 8, S. 385. 

The Treatment of Acute Phthisis. 

Dr. Potain recommends quinine-sulphate and tannin. The first is a 
good antiseptic, and it can lessen the fever. Antipyrin is not advisable for 
the last purpose, because the temperature is not very high, and temperature 
of itself is not dangerous; besides this drug disturbs the economy more than 
does quinine, and it causes a great depression of the nervous system. The 
use of tannin is purely empirical; there is no connection between this sub¬ 
stance and the modifications of the tuberculous proliferation. Clinically it 
is of use; in the first period of phthisis it is efficacious against the congestive 
attacks. Experimentally it has been shown that rabbits which have ingested 
tannin were more refractory to inoculation of tuberculosis than the control 
animals. A repetition of these experiments showed a contrary result, per¬ 
haps because the doses were too strongly increased, so that the general con¬ 
dition of the auimals was disturbed. This drug is given in daily dosage of 
from thirty to forty-five grains .—Journal des Practiciens, 1894, 2d semestre, 
No. 13, p. 142. 

A New Method of Cure of Pulmonary Tuberculosis. 

Dott. Carasso Giovanni Michele, after discussing the various methods 
in use or abandoned for this disease, proposes the employment of inhalations 
of the essential oil of peppermint, five or six drops, four or five times daily, 



